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Ayesha

is excited to attend her cousin Ritu’s

wedding. She can’t wait to dance at the baraat
ceremony! But not everyone is happy that Ritu is
marrying her girlfriend Chandni. Some have even
vowed to stop the celebrations. Will Ayesha be able
to save her cousin’s big day?
Centering Ayesha’s love for her cousin as much as
it showcases Ritu and Chandni’s love for each other,
this warmhearted debut from Ameya Narvankar
A 2021 Notable Social Studies Trade Book for
Young People

celebrates the power of young voices to stand up
against prejudice and bigotry.

A 2021 ALA Rise: A Feminist Book Project’s Top

“Simultaneously confronts homophobia and celebrates

Ten Book

child-powered change in Hindu communities: a delight.”
- Kirkus Reviews (STARRED)

A 2020 Kirkus Reviews’ Best Picture Book
“With a dearth of picture books authentically addressing
marriage traditions within the South Asian community,
and particularly LGBTQ+ couples, this is a welcome
attempt at rectification.” - School Library Journal
“...a lively procession of jewel tones and golden yellows...
to stand up for love against hate.” - Foreword Reviews
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A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

To change society’s mind, we need to appeal to
people’s hearts. To do this, we need more people
to hear our stories. So, keep reading and sharing
and educating those around you.
To my fellow desis, let us not pass on the fear

T

of ‘log kya kahenge?’ to future generations.

his book centers Ayesha’s love for her

Instead, let us inspire our children to stand up

didi as much as it showcases Ritu and

for what is compassionate and just.

Chandni’s love for each other. Ayesha

wanted her favorite cousin to be happy on

To help you get started on this journey, here

her wedding day, and she found it difficult to

are some more great books for young readers

understand why others were against a union of

featuring South Asian LGBTQ+ experiences—

two women. As of the year of publication, such
a marriage would not be legally recognized in

Boteju, Tanya. Kings, Queens, and In-Betweens.

India, where same-sex relationships have only

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers,

recently been decriminalized. Such a couple

2019.

would likely face an uphill battle to be accepted

Jaigirdar, Adiba. The Henna Wars. Page Street

within their families.

Kids, 2020.

Growing up, I did not see same-sex couples

Khan, Sabina. The Love & Lies of Rukhsana Ali.

represented in the books I read or in the movies

Scholastic Press, 2019.

I watched. There were no role models for the

Pancholy, Maulik. The Best at It. Balzer & Bray/

kind of happy relationship I wanted to have with

Harper Teen, 2019.

my partner. To make things worse, I felt stifled

Patel, Sonia. Jaya and Rasa. a Love Story. Cinco

by the expectations of those around me. As a

Puntos Press, 2017.

man, this felt like a burden to me, but I could see

Sankar, Himanjali. Talking of Muskaan. Duckbill

that these societal expectations carry far more

Books, 2014.

weight for women than for men. By shining the

Selvadurai, Shyam. Swimming in the Monsoon

spotlight on two women in this story, my hope

Sea. Tundra Books, 2007.

is that the conversation around this book will
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be multifaceted and nuanced in its discussion of

Bindi. Arsenal Pulp Press, 2016.

human rights.
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Illustration (c) Ameya Narvankar (Ritu Weds Chandni, Yali Books, 2020)

In Ritu Weds Chandni, Ayesha is excited to attend her
cousin’s wedding. Ayesha is from India and many
weddings in India are big, colorful, noisy events. The
wedding featured in this book showcases North Indian
Hindu traditions, such as the baraat or wedding
procession typically led by the groom and his family.
North Indian Hindu brides wear red on their special
day because red is considered auspicious. Both Ritu
and Chandni are wearing red lehengas (skirts), cholis

Groom on a decorated horse with members of his baraat leading the way (Adobe
Stock Image)

(tops), and dupattas (long scarves that cover the top
of their heads. The wedding scene in the book (shown
above) shows Ritu and Chandni solemnizing their
vows in front of a ritual fire. A priest officiates the
wedding (seated near the fire with hands extended).
Author Ameya Narvankar chose to upend some
traditional norms by depicting both brides leading
their baraats to the wedding venue. While Ritu and
Chandni wed in a traditional Hindu ceremony, their
marriage would not be legally recognized in India as
of the year 2020.

Topic for classroom discussion
What are some of the things Ayesha is excited to
experience at Ritu’s wedding? Is she able to do
these things? What clues does the book provide?
(ELA Reading Skills: Gathering, Interpreting, and Using
Evidence; Chronological Reasoning and Causation)

Suggested Activity
Have you attended a wedding? What are some of
the things you enjoyed at the wedding? Can you

Further Reading

write (and draw) about your wedding adventure?

North Indian Hindu Wedding Rituals—
https://www.weddingsonline.in/blog/north-indianwedding-rituals/
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Compare your wedding memories to Ayesha’s.
(ELA Writing Skills: Comparison and Contextualization)

ELA/Social Studies theme:
Self and Others—Families
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Ayesha and Ritu are cousins. Ayesha refers to her
cousin as didi (elder sister in Hindi). At Ritu’s house,
she joins her chachi (her aunt). Her chachi calls
Ayesha’s father ‘bhaiya’, or big brother.
In many Indian languages, there are specific terms for
each familial relationship, based on whether they are
related on the maternal or paternal side; whether they
are an older or younger sibling; and whether they are
related by blood or marriage. Here are some more
familial terms in Hindi that Ayesha might use for her

Illustration (c) Ameya Narvankar (Ritu Weds Chandni, Yali Books, 2020)

family:
Ma (or the more modern Mumma) for her mother

Topic for classroom discussion

Papa for her father
Nana and Nani for her maternal grandparents

How many members of Ayesha’s family are

Dada and Dadi for her paternal grandparents

mentioned in the story? How are each one of

Tau and Tai (often with the suffix -ji to show

them related to Ayesha?

respect) for her father’s older brother and his wife

(ELA Reading Skills: Gathering, Interpreting, and Using

Chacha and Chachi for her father’s younger

Evidence; Creating Connections by Making Logical Inferences)

brother and his wife
Maama and Maami for her mother’s brother and

Suggested Activity

his wife
Mausi and Mausa for her mother’s sister and her

Draw your family tree. How do you address

husband

different members in your family? Learn from
others in your class to see how many words there

Further Reading

are for each familial relationship.

Hindi Familial Terms—

(ELA Writing Skills: Organizing and Presenting Information;

https://omniglot.com/language/kinship/hindi.htm

Comparison and Contextualization)
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ELA/Social Studies theme:
Self and Others—Civic Ideals and
Practices
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Not everyone in Ritu’s family or neighborhood is
happy that Ritu is marrying another woman, her
girlfriend Chandni. The two brides encounter a
group of people who attempt to block their route to
the wedding venue. They douse the brides with cold
water in an attempt to stop the celebration. In this
moment of fear and misery, Ayesha stands up to the
bullies by starting to dance. Her actions reflect her
love for her cousin and her determination to ensure
that Ritu’s special day is not ruined. Ayesha’s spirited
stand inspires the rest of the baraatis; the wedding
takes place as planned. In this story, Ayesha provides
an example of how children can demonstrate respect
for the rights for others, even other adults, and
participate, or even take on a leadership role in the
resolution of conflict.
While the main conflict in this book stems from
homophobia, Ayesha’s example can be used as
inspiration to stand up against any form of bullying.
Illustration (c) Ameya Narvankar (Ritu Weds Chandni, Yali Books, 2020)

Further Reading
Attitudes toward homosexuality in India—
https://www.apa.org/monitor/2019/02/

Suggested Activities

homosexuality-india
Dance like Ayesha! Play some Bollywood music
Topic for classroom discussion

and use the description in the book to follow her
moves and have a blast!

How does Ayesha feel when the riders on horses

(ELA Reading Skills: Gathering, Interpreting, and Using

block the baraat? How does she feel when she sees a

Evidence )

heartbroken Ritu and Chandni? How do you think
she feels when she starts to dance? Use the pictures

Try telling the story from the point of view of

for clues to understand Ayesha’s emotions.

Chandni, Ritu’s girlfriend.

(ELA Reading Skills: Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Evidence;

(ELA Writing Skills: Writing Narratives to Develop Imaginary

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas From Text and Pictures)

Experience of Events)
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Find @yali_books on
Pinterest for more
links and resources.

